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STATISTICS OF THE 1918 EPIDEMIC OF INFLUENZA
IN CONNECTICUT

WITH A CONSIDERATION OF THE FACTORS WHICH INFLUENCED THE
PREVALENCE OF THIS DISEASE IN VARICUS
COMMUNITIES

C-E. A. WinsLow aANDp J. F. RoGERs

From the Department of Public Health, Yale School of Medicine, New Haven, Conn.

GENERAL HISTORY OF THE EPIDEMIC IN CONNECTICUT

According to the information courteously furnished to us by Dr.
T. E. Reeks, epidemiologist of the State Department of Health:

“Influenza first appeared as an epidemic in Connecticut in New London, in
the eastern part of the State, on or about September 1, 1918, when several
cases of the disease were reported by the naval hospital at New London. These
cases came primarily from the Experimental Station and Fort Trumbull where
vessels from foreign ports had discharged patients. Within a day or two
several cases were brought to the hospital from the submarine base located two
miles above New London. About one hundred cases were sent to the New
London naval hospital within the first ten days of September.
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NEWSPAPERS AND THE CONNECTICUT HOME FRONT IN THE FIRST WORLD WAR
The newspapers currently being digitized by CDNP are expected to contribute greatly to research
into the ways that the First World War was experienced in Connecticut. A talk on this subject was

delivered on January 15, 2015 by Project Coordinator Christine Gauvreau at the Connecticut State

Library. You can view it here.

World War 1 on the Home Front.

Additional information may be found in “Newspaper Digitization Project to Illuminate Social
History of World War 1 Era Homefront,” The Connector, July 2014.
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Newspapers and the Connecticut Home Front in the First World War

The digitization of 100,000 pages of World War I era Connecticut newspapers was made possible by a $274,000 grant to the Connecticut State Library by the National Endowment of the Humanities (September 1, 2013 – August 31, 2015)

The 1910-1922 runs of Norwich Bulletin, the Bridgeport Evening Farmer, and the Bridgeport Times were selected for inclusion in the Connecticut Digital Newspaper Project (CDNP) by a board composed of historians, librarians, and educators.

The digitized titles are available to the public and searchable by keyword via the Library of Congress’s Chronicling America online archive of historical newspapers:  https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/

http://ctdigitalnewspaperproject.org/cdnp-and-the-home-front-in-the-first-world-war/
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Newspapers and the Connecticut Home Front in the First World War

The digitized titles are available to the public and searchable by keyword via the Library of Congress’s Chronicling America online archive of historical newspapers:  https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/

http://ctdigitalnewspaperproject.org/cdnp-and-the-home-front-in-the-first-world-war/




Connecticut Department of Public Health History

Connecticut Board of Health established, with power to

1878 L L. . L.
supervise vital statistics and make investigations.

Sanitary regulation requires contagious diseases to be reported

1894
promptly.

Board of Health reorganized into State Department of Health,
iy ASwith a Commissioner and a six-member Public Health Council.
John T. Black, M.D., was named Commissioner.

Bureaus of Preventable Diseases, Sanitary Engineering, and

191
47 Laboratories created; State Sanitary Code formed.

kA Daily reporting of disease by health officers.
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On April 6, 1917, the U.S. joined its allies--Britain, France, and Russia--to fight in World War I. Under the command of Major General John J. Pershing, more than 2 million U.S. soldiers fought on battlefields in France. 


srnts FAST

Reports Spread of My-
sterious Disease.

Bpanish influsn=s, that mysterious

and  rapldly spreading illneas has
started -an offensive in Connecticut,
and the Siate Board of Health of-
flelals think it guite possible that the
diseaze will become epidemic through-
out the state wilhin o few days. The
disepss first cccurred on this stdte at
the Nnval Training stations in New
Landan, and within thresa davs the
number of cases has grown to gevern]
hundred, and is gald still to ba spread-
Ing Tapldly.

M occaslon for alarm was sug-
gested  pepovided that peopla taka
proper precautions to Avold the Jais-
easn and to ecare for it when it de-
velops. The great danger ls-the de-
velapment of pneamonian after pre=
maters returning to work,

The mwmlady Ia pecullarly contag-
lous, a very large percentage of thoss
exposed to the disease hecoming i1l
Tha incubntion porlod is about from
one to two days. The popidity of
the developmenl of Spanlsh Influenza
Iz shown by the fact that after onls
ahout ten daye of prevalence the dJdis-
ense has reached thousands of people
In the United States

D, John T. Black of the Siatae
Heallh Department sald westerday
that the disease (s usoally of abont
throe dAaya” duration, although many

Fe——

prictically A

taclk, About 2 per uufz

influenza cases develop 'hituhmmmm
pln, most of the pReumonia coming
fromT the recurrent Chses In
London one death hesn reporied
from pneumonla Which developed
from this disease. A fow casem have
been peported from other Connecticut
localjitles, including New Haven and
Manchester, and Mr. Black sald yes-
iorday that other t&Wns would prob-
ably report cases In the next day ot

-Becagse of the rapld spreading of
tha diseape quarantine Is practically
Impossthla, but Dr. Black declared
that it iz the patriotic duty of everys=
one who is taken with the digcase to
faolate himeelf . or herself at onoe
Fublie gatherings held indoors ghould

ba avolded, as well a8 ocontact with

spected cases. The discase ueuaally |
makesz itaelf known very suddenly, the |
vietim often belng taken {11 with chilla
and p vielent hemdache on the sireet
or at wark. Thea sympiloma aro very
#Amillar to those of ordinary geip, and
the health officlala regard the Jdisease
as grlp In epidemic form, The health
officinls especially desire to emphasize
the point that the greatest danger
from the epidemle comes from at-
tempta to warry along with it Instead |
of golng to hed.

The Binte Board of Health has is-
bsued instructlions to All local health
officlala as follows:

“l—Epidamic Influenza = hershy
dieclared s reportable. communleabla
dlsease wuntll further notice.

"2 All caser oFf suspected caBes
ghould he reported in aceordanes with
Regulation 4 of the sanitary code and
shall he controlled In accordanee with
Sectlon O, Wegulation 20, which pros=

vides that patlents ghall not be put

- == =

on eontacts, bu ;
l.unt’-!‘uh 1o n-ﬁ-:u st be lﬁr—
Tddden,

QUESTIONNAIRES

ARE BEING MAILED,

British subjects wil mnot recelve
queationnaires at the same time as
the other registered men, as the
treaty with Great Britain goea Intoe
offect Sepl. 28, :

Draft Board 2 malled 160 gques-
tionnaires vesterday which represents
about 10 per cent. of the total enroll-
ment of the 19 to I8 men. There are
ahout 30 more in this elass, then will
begin the mailing” to the 20 year old
clasa, Agslstance will be given by
attorneys In the filing out of the
| yuestionnalrea by the legal adwvisors
of the boards if it s desired,

In an Interesiing addeess yesterday
n repaesentative of Prowvost Marshal
Crowder . siated to represcntatives -of
Connecticut draft boards that the
men of this =stare who reglstered
Bept. 12 will soon be called to military
aervica,

Fourteen reglatration cards wers
received by Hoard 2 yesterday from
the Barnum & Bailey circus which is
now showing at T.os Angeles.

There 2 a pof:ibility that local
draft boards may have to use the last
reglstration 168t in the two calls which
are pending. One js for Camp Groon-
leaf, Ga., and the oither s for Camp
Dvix., and ars for the month of Octo-
her,

¥ L1

Cpe thing is falrly sare, that there
wftth no pensions for the people who
get gore throat telling how the war
aught to bha run.
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Silks and Dress Goods

Our showing of fine silks &
dress goods is larger than ever.

Wool and all wool fabrics
here at wonderful savings.

Our silks are offered at exception.

ally low prices in all the new weaves
and colors.

| Special Silk Poplin

Beautiful, soft draping quality
high silk lustre. Excellent for mal

ing one piece dresses. 36 inches wide .......... B3¢ ¥
Colors are: Quaker gray, new blue, old rgss

en blue, navy blue, plum, rich jet black G4

Y

| Princess SBatif

We are showing in & full rang
Princess Satin, 36 inches wide, good
including all the latest shades of bluN

The Bridgeport
times and
evening farmer.
(Bridgeport,
Conn.) 1918-
1924,
September 18,
1918, Image 3
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The Bridgeport Times, Wednesday, September 18, 1918
The disease first occurred in this state at the Naval Training stations in New London, and within three days the number of cases has grown to several hundred and is said still to be spreading rapidly.
Because of the rapid spreading of the disease quarantine is practically Impossible, but Dr. Black declared that public gatherings held Indoors should be avoided, as well as contact with suspected cases. 
The State Board of Health has issued instructions to all local health officials as follows:
1. Epidemic influenza is hereby declared a reportable communicable disease until further notice.
2 All cases or suspected cases should be reported in accordance with Regulation 4 of the sanitary code and shall be controlled in accordance with Section C, Regulation 20, which provides that patients shall not be put under quarantine but shall be isolated. 
3 No definite restrictions can be placed on contacts, but indiscriminating visits to patients must be forbidden.


Aftar & eomference on WWednesday
with Dr. Johm T. Black, -Copnectieut
comminssiongr ¢f heslth, Dr. E. T. Bra.-

; m l:‘ 1 health officer, l=sued or

schoolg ghoull be closed

for the of this weex a3 a pre-
IHHI'“EI:III"J mensire during (he pres-
it epidemic of Spanish influenna. A8
far as Naorwkch is concermed, the health
offlcey states thai it = a wtive facl
that there iz an improvenien: in the
iocal sitmation for there wers fawer
i:rn' ir‘.ﬂuu ra.!:;:rl‘l;ad on 1&'¢dne;:}n}'.
uth:tuﬁ:whth Bl
onias” S incidee all (og puwt
L] a 1"5‘ i

| and parochial achools, 1be Norwich
Free Acagemy and the priveie day

The children are asked by ine hu.llth
cfficer to stay out of doors as mucih
cn poswibles during the epidemic as i
is thbught that those who are oot of
idoors & great deal are not as auaceprdi-
ible to thy diseass as thoss In fac-
‘lories, stores and =schools. The chii-
idren ars also asked not to go to' the
Iplarhounses and to avold all punllz ga-
theringa as much as possibic.

With the return of the =aw, cold
' reiny weather people should be an the
iwrateh for the first =igna of the in-
| luenza and take care nai 1o eXpose
| themeelves (o the disease unnecessar-
iy, According to physicians
ikroughout the sorniry nime-temths of
the deaths ecourring from e pneu-

mia which develops Eldt'r ﬂ-'ﬂm
the  disease is dos o
ness on the part of the patien:, -Llher
in not obeyving ithe physigian's onlers
or in Eoinz out hefore the Algsazxs Is
fully out of the svetem. Thare Ia poz-

g — - -y

-

o T a i !'-.
- 14

warning

1'Llwl:.r ne caise for alarm i thia dis-
ease iz thken at the very heginning,
and a physician called apd hia orders

obeyed,

The FBackus hospital Is at }presgat
crowded with patients, 13 having been
nddéd within the -last twenty:leur
hours, IPhyaieians have all :I'I.I:If Ccan
do ta cail on the patlenis az it I8 ep-
fimated that there are betwesn 600 [ —|
and 08 cases in the eity at the pres-
ent time.  Most of the doctors Wil
give up all vfMice hours until the api-
demic copnditions have abated.

In New London the situation ‘8
much morg serious than here.  Ag-
cording to Dwr. Black there are. be-
iween 3000 and 4,000 ecases fn that
city and the most stringeni mensures
are imperative to check the spreand of
the disease. These will go Inte eflect
thia (Thuraday) morning and inalpde
the closing of all schos! churehas,
theaters, dance halls, ledze meeting
mumq and sther places of pubghe “.li'l-

[

#t clogimg of the asloons has besn
cmmns‘lﬂﬂ and this may na dons if
the cpldemic e Lo Inecaass.

Such extrame measures wiil not
neceasary in this cliy it is hﬂitl-l'
but will be taken If the naed’ arises
through any great inersase in  the
number of cases.to anything like the
New Londom #gure.

However, Dr, Hraphy glves ithe
that soda feuntain glaszes
and =aleon glasses can he means e

convaying the influenza frem ons par-
fon io another. He says ‘hat svery
wlass after it has besn used ought to
be placed in bolling het =ater ang
allowed to star there for 15 minnotes
before It is ueed again for a customer,

If you Rave dandruff you must get
rid af.jt quick—Iitv's positively da
ous” and- @il J:-urnl}' rulil your h
you don't. ;
Dandrufy heads mean faded, brim
» Beragkly hair that finally
I. falls put—new hair will not
¥ou ara bald and nothing cah

'h-lhl ¥,

The -nhr sure wav te abolish dan-
i.rul'l.‘-i'-lﬂ"lmgd is to destrov the germ
that causes lit. To de this guickly.
sgrely and pafely, and at litgle ex-
Eall-ll-ll there is nothing so cffegtive as

risian sage, which voy can trlm
Lea & Omgegd Co. and good dpu

svery f It s puarantesd po --
ish m:. ‘Btop itching scalp and
falling halr, and promote a4 nEw
;ru'a. g l.h.hml. small as It Is,
I-I‘Mll’uullll

h A scientifle -

jas all hair n-m
&R antis neither sticky- or
EraAsy,

tl apply, and.dslicdtely

It yeu soflt, !hi'lkl
Iustrous Il-ll'r llld of it by al
HH slan ; Don't delay
"-'H! t—a Iittle attention now
l.lundj.ul: halr fer years (o0
m— Adv.
= ﬂ: (o mmmmmm e
have sean guite a few German pris-
GRars and nt treated very well:
eara and privates mixzed tagether.
Thay don't like the looks of ouf bRYES-
net, what they eall eold steel, and the
beys ea the front tell us about how
they give up when they see that com-
ing. There weore boys from [Nlinels

who marched al] dav and then inmnﬂl

e =
¥l T

,__- .

Photos of Men In the Service Wanted
IF ¥YOU HAVE A MEMBER OF YOUR FAMILY, OR A RELATIVE
IN THE ARMY OR MAVY, WE WOULD APPRECIATE A LOAN OF

HI& PHOTOGRAPH FOR OUR PATRIOTIC WINDOW DISPLAY TO
BE USED IN CONMMNECTION \!HTH THE FOURTH LIBERTY LOAN.

New Fall

Wash Goodsj:
Our complete showing of new Fall m _

ready, comprisin lﬂlhll‘hl'u‘llﬂlw il \

anh" fabrics,. We invite (Norwich,
fabrics while the assortment is at | \ Conn 1895-

36-INCH PERCALES
at 35¢ a

o

Yard
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Norwich Bulletin, 8 days later
Thursday, September 26, 1918
In New London the situation is much more serious than in Norwich. According to Dr. Black there are between 3,000 and 4,000 cases in that city and the most stringent measures are imperative to check the spread of the disease. These will go into effect this morning and include the closing of all schools, churches, theaters, dance halls, lodge meeting rooms and other places of public gathering.
The closing of the saloons has been contemplated and this may he done if the epidemic continues to increase. 


1 |
| Press,
. Faris, Bept. 30—Bulgarlan ropre-
| sentatives agreed to an armistice—
probably the first step in Bulgaria's
. withdrawal from the Alllance with
. the central powers—a few days less
Khan thres years atfer she entersd the
It was on October B, 1915, that
‘EBolgaria issued a manifesto an-
i nouncing her declslon to cast her lot
agalnst the entonts alllance. Bhe
had besn fiftes nmonths In declding
her course,
*  +In the manifesto issued at the time

which is quoted in despatches reaching here.

of her entrance into the ranks of the
belligarents, the Eulgarian govern
ment declared that her trade interesta
and sconomle rightas “were Insepara-
bly bound up with Tuorkey, Germany
and Ausiria.” Germany had offered
Bulgaria for her neutrality the wholo
of Macedonla Including Uslkub Mon-
istir and Ochrida.

A stlll greater territorial expansion

at t'hu expense of Serbla was sdld to|

have been offered as a conditlon of
Continued on Page 63

OF FOUR

INFLUENZA TAKES TOLL

CASES IN CITY

'!urlal Number of Cases Reported to Date 144 With 32 New
+ Ones For Saturday and Sunday—No .
Occasion for Alarm Here,

82 for Saturday and Sunday.

k- The Tncrease of reported cases of influenza in the eily is
A total of 14& cases has heen
hruught to the attention of the Health Board, with four deaths.
. Two occurred at the hospital at the Hillside Home, and the death

ol' Lieutenant Eppes Evans was reported this morning.

The Bridgeport
times and
evening farmer.
(Bridgeport,
Conn.) 1918-

1924,
September 30,
1918

A special meeting of the Health
Commissioners will be held today, to
discues the developments of the epl-
demie, and the methods of procedurs
to be put in foree to prevent the fur-
ther spread of the diseass.

Dr. W. H. Brown this mornlng ex-
pressad his satisfaction at the amall
number of cases reported, and sald
that there was no occasion to take
dractlc measures as yot. “The dis-
eass,” he mald, “has not yet becoms
prevalent, although the doubt existing
in the minds of physiclans as well na
other persons of the real evistence of
trha epldemic, has been dispelled.
There is not the l].l:htﬂt ddulﬂ. tiut

TMANY SHOPS RESTLESS

Make Demands To Be Brought Under Award of Wir
Labor Board and Are Said To Be Threat-
ening to Strike.

Serius unrest is reported in the ranks of all  the office
forces of the various munition plants throughout Bridgeport
today following the announcement by Examiner Winter, local
representative of the Nalional War Labor bhoard, that all sala-
ried employes of the plants in this dictrict will be barred from

ure against

any benefits accruing from the Eidlitz award,

HUNS CAPTURE
JIMMIE HAYES
LOGAL SOLDIER

Lawrence Hayes of 360 ° Gregory
street has just recelved a telegram
from the Adjutant General’s office to
the effect that his brother, Private
James Hayes, of the famous 89th reg-
to|iment has been officially reported as
mis=sing In action.

This means that in all probabliity
the popular young =oldier ia a prisoner
in the hands of the enemy, bot until
further details are furnished this is
entirely problematical.

It was only two weeks ago that his
brother recelved a letter
written in a little churchyard some-
whera In France. The letter told of
the treachery of the Hun in sanding
men in French uniforms agminst the
Americans. They not only wors the
French uniforms but hs: Red Cross
badges on thelr arma and cartied

stretchers in which were concealed

from . him

In some of the plants, the book-
keepers, accduntants, stenographers,
tmekeepers, shipplng clerks and those
employed In the purchasing depart-
ments, are openly talking strike. They
claim thelr work.is just as essential to
the output of munitions for the army
and navy as the machinists whom they
charge with “hogging™ everything.

When the Eidlitz award was first
announced the clerks of the varlous
plants felt as though they had been
overlooked in the raise of salaries and
they immediately sent a delegation to
the varlous headquarters of the com-
panies for which they work-to ingulre
If it was so. They were one and all
told that the award fineluded all
workers and that they eertainly would
benefit by the rulings.

SBince then they have patientiy
awalted the decision of the board .and
now that the ruling has been inter-
preted in a manner which wounld bar
them they feel as though they would
ba Justified In taking drastic steps to
secure the jncrease,

An employe of the Unlon Metallic
Cartridge Co. In speaking of the mat-
ter today said: “It does not cost a
machinist any more to buy groceries
or meats than it does us. MWe have
just as large families to sunphrt. we
work longer hours, we have to usa
hralne  seaslr Avartime wlihas

BE WORN IN ALL

REQUESTS MASKS |

PUBLIC PLACES |

New Haven Health Author- |

ities Take Action to Stop
Influenza Spread.

New Haven, Bept. 30—As a meas-
the Spanish infloenza
health authorities here today had a
conference and it is expected that
recommendation will be made that

every person atlending a ptherl.nx.

theatrical performance, or who
ecourse of dutics is brought Into ':Iﬂll
contact with others wear a muslin
mask over thelr mouths

In furtherance of this all members |

of the Yale military and nawval units
wera being provided with muslin
pieces. A simple deviee for a mask
has been evelved which can be made
in a few minutes, and It was stated
that tena of thousands of these can
be produced by volunteer workers in
a short time.

The influenza is showing a marked ||

increase In the eity. No effort is be-
Ing spared to keep the infection from
the 2,600 men at Yale who are mark-
ing time until the Federal government
takes over the university tomorrow
and sets the students at wark.

GERMANY TO USE
ALL FORCES FOR
ITS DEFENSE

d bll{‘b'r.'" vl

w i
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Monday, September 30, 1918 – 4 days later
The Bridgeport times and evening farmer. Page 1 below the fold.

Dr. W. H. Brown this morning expressed his satisfaction at the small number of cases reported, and said that there was no occasion to take drastic measures as yet. "The disease," he said, "has not yet become prevalent, although the doubt existing in the minds of physicians as well as other persons of the real existence of the epidemic, has been dispelled. There is not the slightest doubt that we are menaced by the same malady which has resulted so fatally in other cities, and it is up to each and every one of us to do all we can to prevent the spread of the -epidemic.“

In another article, according to Dr. J. F. Keegan, of the Bridgeport Emergency hospital, the masks used by doctors and nurses in the hospital are saturated with formaldehyde and are proof against the influenza germ. 



The Weather Report

—

For Bridgeport and wi-
ebnidy: Falr tonlght  and
Tharsday; slightly warmar
1onighl.

geport Times |

¢ and Evening Farmer ; ;
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VOL. 5+—NO._239—EST, 1790 Emsret as seeond matier uy the post BERIDGEPORT, CONN., WEDNESDAY, OCT. 9, 1918 Eobeerien i by el Dy 3 e -

¥ CAMBRAI HAS FALLEN, HINDENBURG LIN
SHATTERED AND ALLIES ARE DRIVING |
INTO OPEN COUNTRY ON FRENCH FR

MORE THAN HUNDRED NEW |5, ™ o
CASES SPANISH INFLUENZA Against Influenza;|:  Will Probated
DEMAND UTMOST PRECAUTION

- e— -

The Unsiisd Biates Health e & TMelals of the probats coart
partment has  provided The In thiz city wars confronied with
Bridgeport autherities with thres WRusual frdumalancen feday
mldfjsa foF displar upon The movie when the last will and 1esiament
Brreens.  Thers ars Uhres ssis of of fhe lale Leuls Hesovaky of
instructlops, as Tellowa: thila cliy was offered for pro-

ist. “The Health Authorities bans.
will cless this theatre ufless The_ dncumenl Was sxscgisd
pltting. coughing or saecting In Solntly by the deceassd and Ris
omittad doring parformances™ wife Julia, and sach laave fa fha

To ha fallewed immadintely by other  their emtire  possssslons
Thera in only ops document for
etk hushasd asd wife, and i =
unmrmsl thai & wife sheuald live
to mee her own will probated

The esiate is valued st BO.000
n real properiy and JL.500 Im
prreonal property,

Salient Into Hun Lines; G
Menace To Lille And Laor

TEXT OF FRESIDENT WILEON'S
RFEFLY TO GFRMAN (HANCELLOR.

Health Regulations Not Being Obeyed—Trolley Cars|
Dangerously Overcrowded —Slides Arrive for Movia|
Wa vo OConsequences in Cities Where o b folews sty b

mw 1- 1a this 1h!=l:lF:”[::r':perrll:nﬂr|‘:

E-Pldllﬂliﬂ Gonm ' ehgs. Be falr, aad #ay Bame I

you have & cold™

To be followed by
Ird. “If you have p eold re-
thre MO, Do ot endanger
wealth of others, snd mve your-

#=if ambarrassment.”

1 notwithatnnding 1heas

¥

Spanish Influenza in Bridgeport lnr-r-m.-fd 104, 4!3|ﬁng the
last 24 hours, The situation is not yol alarming, bub it is seri-

T I IR T T R RN N E RN RN NN

BN RR AT AN RN RN R MavimiMan el = eyl ot -

wus, and it pequires the most complets ohservanee of the I!rnllih
regulutions, which iflclude a rule thal there must ba no spitting
on the sireats, .

Acoording to Times-Farmer represeniatives heallh regula-
tions are nol boing oheyed. 1L reequired only n glance al side-
walks annd gutiers, this morning, to show that spilling is more
provalent than usual. In ths thealres, last night, other obsery-
ers noled horricanes of conghing. The warning signs  have
disappearsd from many lrolley cars. The over-crowded lrol-
ley car appeared o b ons of the mosi dangeraus points of con-
tagion. [n morning and evening cars men and domen were

Meade, E

slides, snesping or coughlng o
cugm, the performance is stepped
mnd the follewing side i 1o b
L

*Ths person EneeRing  OF
coaghing will pleass retirs XOW
in the imteresi of ike hoaf
thoss sitting mear him!™

NAVAL BAND AIDS
IN SALE OF BONDS:
CITY STILL LAGS

Total Sales in Bridgeport
or Past 24 Hours Amounts

AR R RN R RN
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AMERICANS IN

packed in lke sardines, in a proximity which afforded the min-
. !
«F "ty

i

- to Only $248250.
e R B

10

o e Charge of Gwieeriand here yesicrday, i= ss follows:—

R ==l lsve (he honor oo sckpfwiedge on behall of tse Presiden
your note of Delober § 6 Uhe from Ghe Germs
| eviernnstnt 1o the President and 1 am instruceed by ihe President

Peguest yen Lo make the following communimation o the Imporial
f| mam Chansellor:—

J “Hefore making reply on the roguest of the Imperial German
|| =mment and im order that that reply shall be &5 candid and straigh
frrwnrd as fhe meoamentoms inltfests iavolved reguire the Preslent o
1 the United Spapes deems i@ pevesary 00 assnre himself of the sxad
T the - 1i o
Chanoellor mean that (he Imperial German  porernment  acoepd Ghe
terms nld down by the Prosidest in his address wo the Congress of |
United Sinbes om ke Rik of l-nﬂlﬂ'hﬂi—"“-mlh_
and that it object- in into disoussions would be only to agres
mpen the precuical details of their applioaion?
“The Presideni fecla bomnd to say wilh regard (6 s SoSgeation

i The text of Presidensi Wilson's reply o ihe request of (hascaller
|

meaning of the note of the Imperial Chantsllor.

3 i = S
e Fe
3 Sl B R

f

The Bridgeport
times and
evening farmer.
(Bridgeport,
Conn.) 1918-
1924, October
09, 1918



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Wednesday, October 9, 1918 – 9 days later

According to Times-Farmer representatives, health regulations are not being obeyed. It required only a glance at sidewalks and gutters this morning to show that spitting is more prevalent than usual. 
In the theatres last night, other observers noted hurricanes of coughing. 
The warning signs have disappeared from many trolley cars. In morning and evening cars, men and women were packed in like sardines, in a proximity which afforded the minimum chance to escape the malady, if the car contained points of danger.

Hartford, Conn., Oct. 9 In continuance of the work of the State Department of Health to prevent further spread of influenza, Dr. John T. Black, chairman, has sent notices to all undertakers in Connecticut as follows: "In view of helping to check the spread of influenza, the state commissioner of health hereby declares that the attendance on funerals of those dead of influenza and its complications shall be limited to relatives only and those necessary to the conduct of the funeral. This does not limit church services.
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ONE HUNDRED THOUSAND INFLUENZA CASES IN CONNECTICUT

PERSHING'S MEN CONTINUE ATTACKS

GRIP TOTALS OF 983 REPORTED BRITISH SWEEPING FORWARD OVER A WIDE

IN BRIDGEPORT 3 A. M. TODAY' FRONT; WITHIN STRIKING DISTANCE OF DOUA

Red Cross Preparing to  Meet All Demands, opens HAIGHT SHOOTS = rmemmeeess; : OTRANTO SINKS | German Opposition Against Americans More Bit-

“1 TAY FTHOWN
= IME:\::;I—Nl Tnl nx & ter Th Y day—Fren ithi F
: R !\:m - B 365 AMEHIGAN Miles :;l N::;::lﬂ?:l—uﬁlhfcﬂhhiﬁ:l: "I;H-Diti;llil;

ST SOLDIERS DROWN)  in'Viicy ot O New Proprs e New
Armed Mercantile Cruiser Grand Pre—Public Warned Against Believ-

in Collision With Trans- ing Germany Is About to End #PZEINwcon-
port Kashmir. ditional Surrender. /

United © t I Ch
Tk Covean i °"fﬁf.:£?i“naﬁe‘r'5“u' SELF SADDENED
: Has 8 Hold in Bridgeport '
i::ihlgli:qllji::a t‘;amplt:::%lu-;lper:lﬁo: of !E?h- BY LB“E AFFAIH
lic to Prevent Grave Consequences—Siringent With Two Ballet Wounds 1z

Methods of Suppression Necessary—Schoal Limg Tdfe is in Berl
Loan Rally Meetings Forbidden. | el et

_— i
Conpecticut s now well startod towarsd the crisis of i oONSIGNED LOVE |
epidemie of Spanisly Influrnza. Hj. Sanday r_liuls'-. al preas=n! TO THE PL.-UEEBI

ralo of progross, there weill b WO pazes in Lhe slale, and
Ibe number will increnss by thoasands of cases datly for some

o Washinglon, fiet, 12—Ge 4 -
'SHIPS SMASHED I milian's npﬁ‘ﬂn I"n'*-'id:;{“::?:in / Thin‘iggiizort
IN HEAVY STORM '« and Indicating that it is in o evening farmer
president’s conditions of (Bridgeport ;
Number of TN-UPE From In- ment heee today that the pulilic st

terior of U..5. and Could |lieving Germany is about to end Conn.) 1918-
O Yy 1924, October
HNot Swim. 12,1918

il Body Found Unconscious in
lime to come. i i i Lot Near W. E. Seeley's

If tha autharilies apereed In limiting the 'l"[‘|'|r'l'l'|=l'l' in
00000 cases, they will do well, for tha eases in woell probect- Home,
ed eanlonments, among a millinn saldicrs, mope or loes, have
now reached mars than 0000, T8 will he n miracle 1o chiain as “T::_""I';"‘""‘;“l " '1:1_" ":' ::: Lt
pood resulls among the civil papalation of Lonnechicul, com: |wy fund ar § eiern Ehis morsing
prising mors than & million soula, as will be abtained in deal- i & vacant So mear 15 pealilsnsy 4
il . = 2 di nlina pae b

An Erish Tes e 35 iNr the Between Lena and Douai, the Bed
e I:I':--*l ?'Hll--: T—-I-I-r-- aver & wide fronl and have moved wp
4 ar 3 srihad wh .
f o perished w0 | tance of Doual and Lille,
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Saturday, October 12, 1918 – 3 days later

The total number of cases in Bridgeport is 983 with 40 sufferers now confined to the isolation hospital Hillside.  The total deaths in Bridgeport, to date number 16.
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* AUSTRIA SHALL NOT HAVE PEACE
- UNTIL GZEGHO-SLOVAKS AND JUGO-
SLAVS HAVE FULL INDEPENDENCE

| GRIP CASES NOW TOTAL
Sl 2601 WITH 66 DEATHS
SCHOOLS MAY BE SHUT

A record number of new influenza cases were peporled 1o
<he health anthorities today when lhe figures for the past 2i
hours were 368 new cases, bringing the tolal to 2804 Four
deaths occurred and the falalilics are now 66,

Data, that is lo ba submitted to Health Officer Dr. Walter
H. Brown, and School Medical Inspacior Dr. Lo 5. Wilkes, by
Superinfandant of Schools Samuel J. Slawson on the ravages
of {he Spanish Influsnza apldem e in this cily, may possibly re-

sult in elosing tha schools or al least & shul down in the ones |
most affected, 18 was raported to Dr. Brown this morning that |
o large percentage of the children and teachers of the Bridge- |
port sthools had besn siricken with the dreaded malady and
the health offioar Immediately arranged a confersnce hetwesn |
Superintendsnt Slawson, Dr. Wilkes and himself. The dnla
will ha gons ower thoroughlhy, and if il l» shown that Dr.
Brown's method of individual sontrol through educalion. and

THE REPLY TO AUSTRIA

Bir: | have the honor o acknowledge the receipl of vour nole of the seventh instant
in which you transmit a communicalion of [he h'nlu-rm_'l and Foyval government al Ausg-
trin-Hungary to the Presienl. 1 am now Insiruclted by the Presidenl lo request you to be
good enough through your government lo. convey lo dbhe Imperial and Royal government
the following reply:

“The President deems it his duly fo say 1o the Austro-Hungarian governmenl thal he
cannol enleriain lhe presenl suggestions of hal government becanse of cerlain evenls of
ulmosl imporiance, which ceeurring since the delivery of his address of the eighth of Jan-
uary lasl, have necessarily allored the altitude and responsibilily .of 1he governmentl of
the United Stales. Among the foorleen lerms of peace which ihe President formulated at
tkat time, securred the following:

#K—The peaple of Austeo-Hungary, whose place among the nalions we wish o see
saleguarded and azsured, should be accorded the frecsl opporfunily of Avtonomous de-
volopment.'

government of the United States has recognized thal a state of belligerency exisls helween
Iha Czecho-Slovaks and the German and the Auslro-Hungarian empirss and i(hal the
Crecho-Slovak National Counedl is a defacto belligerenl government clolhed wilh proper
authorily lo direel the milifary and political affairs of the Czecho-Slovaks, 1t has also pe-
cognized in the fullest manner the justice of Lhe nationalistic aspirations of the Jugo-Slavs
for freedom.

sUp rﬂu-!un Is bal g hamp r-d ences, the classes

“Since thal senlence was wrillen and ul fered to the congress of the United Slates (he

|
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Report Ghent Reached
By French Cavalry; Huns
Begin To Leave Brussels

German Forces in Brussels Ji 5+ = \
New Defensive Lin 4 s
Than Six Miles on The Bridgeport A
Breach in E“m"'r. evet;negsfzaa:r:er
—140 Airplanes in (Bridgeport,
Take 15,000 Lille \

Conn.) 1918-
1924, October
{By the Asso\} 19,1918
Six thousand Germans have
Trontier, :
German forces in Belgium etill

“"ﬂ "
e ¢


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Saturday, October 19, 1918 – One week later

Grip cases now total 2,604 with 66 deaths – schools may be shut

Dr. Brown, the health officer, believes that the children are much safer in school than on the streets or in their homes, because they are under the Immediate supervision of teachers and school nurses. 

If the teachers, however, are being stricken with influenza, the most vital control Is lost, and therefore Dr. Brown would close the schools most seriously affected, if not all of them. 


— '-L “"ﬁl“ A & ene 5 e —hird g ) - —— ~ -

" _— L — it 5 . - . v s
e B il .1,;. g Y ==t - -
— _— - —m_." ~ = Y & 8y, P am— z F) ‘:I ’ F Pl P e By

. — = r—— ————— o BT o e g e £ g —— =

The Weather Report

For Nridgepert &nd  vi-
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* HUNGARIAN REPUBLIC IS ESTABLISHED
SIXTY THOUSAND ITALIANS RELEASED

orfics
]

Flepuhllc Proclaimed
In Hungary; National
~ Council Takes Reins

Count Karolyi, President of National l:‘»muwl],|
Seudn Announcement to Berlin—Inhabitants
Rejpica Change—Organization of New
o4 ol \ Orderly Manner—Emperor

Conflicts Avoided—Count |

The Bridgeport \,‘ j
times and )

| ssfu]l revolulion has laken

evening farmer.
sian nalional counecil has tak-

(Bridgeport,
Conn.) 1918- 1o & message sent by Count
e hladt,

s, Moy y, rolvi, who is head of the Hun-

01, 1918 4
\ / and national council ook over
go gpolice asknowledge Nationnl coun-

il \'ﬂfu:—m"j rejoicing.
ened] KAROLYT, President Nalional Conncil.”
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(FIRE PREY EXTION W EEK |

The Preabdend of e Uniied
Bilales has srt spare (he week of
Nevember T in B po ke observed as
Fire Trevention Woek threaghomt
e United Binics, This action b
iaken to lessers (he mamber of fires
and 0 fdecvemse Jss of life and

eroperyy.

Panicl K Jolnsen, Chiel of ihe
Fife Départment, roqoests s
R merehalls, progerly oliers,
Apral; sl frpagis io cSooperaic
withi 1he Fire Prevention Hareas
Bo cul dows lre sk,

Ut is thrsired thaat sl Sucs, rhim-
meym, orllars, garages amd alley-
-,- be clenred  of r—.buﬂl...‘-

Thsinait dailw ilallars
may he syl ml!rdl-llﬂn by |
remorig  inflammahle  malerial,
smch ms paperes, cheihibng sl sther | |
mrthrdes which have soewmmbsbed, |
Fires which have cemscd serions
damage lmave been dee 10 pldes of
rubbdsh, e which lighaed cign-
ow clgarrite rmis have heen Doowe,

BpoElaf-Es cmbEasien  ofen
resnlis from soch coliections of
wig be diligrnl in this work, s
robbish. The fire chicl orees (BaE
Bridgepor’™s recond may I-I'!""r
fmlﬂ Jvap in yewr,

DRASTIC. ACTION

THREATENED BY

:..hr the 2§ bours ending af nine m-mr;r
rihll morping 1stailed 108 & decream |
[of ¥ cases sver the previous day's res
Jjer. 1

INFL“EN!A Duw" I‘iliiit.l'i.fl’!t.i!*.i..l-i’

-

(IS ARMIETICE, TERLMS. :

DEATH RATE NOW: xrasmeomss:

# irrms o be submiteed 16 Ger- &

& il Bee in®

(b milliary s, cucepl &

e thai i will he R ol

ATS 1- PERGENT. : sttt

® geoerally opon President Wik &

¥ son's principles, with seme de. &

lﬂﬁﬂwﬂl.mmPll't.H:"'m x

Hours w’tﬁ o4 | R R U R R
Deathe.

vexirn oomons 1 DELGIANS AND
rueaseo 2y erort)  JAPANESE ARE
Wusng siusion i = AT CONFERENCE

proved With New Bystem
_Hm S‘E‘nl Hﬂd’ﬂd Maris, .\';'.vr 1--:’-0-;“'! deli-rratlans

New |afuenss coses In Biridgeport | osflbon were pariieipaied in by Bels
gian and Jajpaocss repreasnilalives,
the day's mesting having io do with
| Oermany. The Amsirisn sffabrs were
| Amempmed yesterday, Secblan and Turk
In the mmst favorsble week | pepreseRiafives were BoL PressAlL
ey tecard alnes Octeless 5. I'.b-llh-,] The prime minkiers of fhe Allisd
hawaver, sguin Inereassd (& fhe !“-Il | eountries Bave been doing the princi-
pal pari of ihelr work im ihe wmall
|u“l parier of Ths spariment secis
| pled By Colensl House.
A small Amevicar  ielephane ex-
rhang® has becn put into the spart-
meni by the srmy Signa) Carps and

2 bours, 3 additlenal ones teing

ported in that perisd (oM gae ol
#nd infuenas. Bridgeport has pow
had SAN caws of influsnes wilh 8
resulting deatka. Thus far [ the sp-
hlemie fhe desth rate in pccordamnce

UNION LEADERS

R AFEFWAN telephone Eirl manipu-
laies the pl kephons wirea
il fram the varlous srmy Besdquar-
berm amd alec from (he forelgn offices
in Losfon smd TReme.

with 1he Bumbsr of moss soionlly res
puriéd la five and onesfifth per cent
While this |s stizhly kigher thap tha
denth fate ai army oamps, wEkh are
the Lwst avallable Mgures, it o bwer

ST T I rTR TR
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Austria’s Armies In
Full Flight; Lose All
Power of Resistance

Countless Numbers of Prisoners Taken—Lines
Moving Forward in Great Leaps—Impossible
to Identify Towns Retaken, Guns Captured or
Italians Liberated, Pace So Swift—Haig Re-
ports Good Progress South of Valenciennes—
Artillery Active in American Sector.

(By the Associnled Press)

Sixty thousand Halinns on occupied terrilory have bee
released. 5

Wilh the Anstrians everywhere in flight and he Halian
armies on two wings aboul o uaile, it is said to be impossible
fo foresee when the few enemy divisions that escape will slop
running.

Ausiria’s armies, shatlered Ly the blows of the lialians,

British and French, are flecing pell-mell on & front of moroe


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Friday, November 1, 1918 – 12 days later

Bridgeport has now had 5,481 cases of influenza with 316 resulting deaths. Thus far in the epidemic, the death rate in accordance with the number of cases actually reported is five and one fifth percent. While this is slightly higher than the death rate at army camps, which are the best available figures, it is lower than the rate in most cities of this size.
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PEACE OR WAR: GERMANY MUST DECIDE [

ALLIES ARE CRUSHING HUN RESISTANGE

) GROWDER ISSUES |

NEW GRIP CASES

Issue With Germany e d

Versailles Conference & 24-Hou mmn1

Epidemic Appears

Signs Armistice Terms ===k

Fpanish Influrnia comtinues to da- |

elife tn Aridgeport. 102 pew cases be:

Expected to Be In Berlin Tomorrow—DMilitary| o rooried tor e 3t nours snaios
Men Feel Certain Conditions Be No Lm'::: e Sl A
Drastic Than Those Given Austrin—Expect|im. s 1ol ot ucine fhe wes
N e rman Capital Without Dela,r-E;";M':'.1I'".;;7:’:J..‘.‘.' o s

/ill Accept. i -

i
R = | Thin aresrding 16 Dr-
The B”dgeport cix ¢ 18 doe o the Emct that many -
times and ip of peace or war resls With | cerifcates tarned in wors from pea-|
ina which rany b | Bb who hed disd ss long as twe days
evening rarmer. _ = BEG. The fAfite was 11 “Tatai
B 'dg : unanimously agreed upon ik BTN . A
( riageport, represenlatives of the Allies L
COﬂﬂ.) 1918- s anid aee oxpected lo ba in
1924, November

A rempared s
05,1918

loslililiss

this figers iz compara
Waisrhury has mad 513 &
The death rate in Fridgeport in com
i ’ Parisen wiik the numbsr of cases
» publie bul mililary men here B8 (he gressal Ume i slightly gnder
eex draslic than those aceepled | sx and two-inirds per ceni. |
b

alion of ils war-making machin- 1“7:_:“'; ":::';::"dl‘;"i |In‘ i
ory / nd compel the evocuation nol only
ol oeen niaaasaaeetil of parl of itz own soil.

ng the mumber of fased avén
ihan those now reperied.” -q|-1 !'lrl
ifficial announcement of (he signing of the armistice ferms

Brewn taday, 1§ ihe people com-
tinms En Fakes the besi of care of m.m

R4 LAUNCILED.

Fldisg pranefelly
ways, and iakleg 15 nm "ahlr
Bap, the R-2i the lutest
Is Ham's gubmariss
was ausched a1 the yards
of 1:..- :41:., Torpeds Hoat Co. al
i

ch meld (he
B place on the ways
were loompsd the Laske band
played *“The Btar Spangled Man-
ner” and Miss Ruth Kane Harris
¢ B1. Loubs, 360, crashed a wpari-
fing heithe againm the whale-like
haw of the bost. The laumsching,
i apite of adverss weather, drew
B Inrgs erowd
Miss Harsia the sponser, 18 the
duughier of Mr. and Mra James
R Harrie. Mr, Harrlda b vice.
ent and general mapager of
usch-Salter Biothers’ Dises
rpgln o, of #% Louis
The invited poests ot the Bynch-
ing ihis marn IEetiided
miral E. B Char el Fupervis
ing ¥aval Constracter K. Fl. Nor-
tem, Mr. amid Mrs. Bimos Lake, Me,
wnd Mra X B Hion Captain

wii, Wrieht

nant  Johin

. Emden H. Rellly, Huagh &

Mifler, §, A Kisizk, R. T. Mills,
My, and Mre C. [ Drifl Mlss

Brsnssn of Laxingion Ky, Wit

tiam H. Blis snd 3r. E. A Ek-

umd.

[TALIAN CAVALRY
EHTEHEII TRENT

e From Dutch Frontier

(CALLFOR 18300 To Muese 200 Mile

Voluntary Enlf.ltmunu .&c |

g Battle Line Aflame |

Washington, Nov B — FProvest
Marshal General Crowder today eall-

e e 'ﬂn_-'f::-l:- Allies Progressing Everywhere, ‘l‘la]-:lng Import-
g l:;.:_:.r,',, ant Gains—British Within Ten Miles of Mau-

beuge—French Penetrate Hunding Line Ad-
vancing Mile on Front of Five Miles—Ameri-

acospted anil]l Now, =
A warety of trades and cocopations

cans Near Communication Line From Sedan

to Metz.

mie mentlened In ihe oall and 48
wtates are asked to furnish the neces-
mary number,

Teial calils for miltary sarvics for
Mevember mow have passed the 318«
000 mark and are far in sxomss af pre-
visus monlhly mobilization ender the
drafe.

e By The Associaled Press)
HEFHESEHIAT'FES From the Dulch frontier to cast of the Meuse the twe hun-
| dred mile baltle line is aflame foday as the Brilish, French

S Americans and Belgians erush the resistanes of the eacmy udl
' nF PETEH F. TAG“E push on for important gains.

Everywhers on the long line the Allies are progressing and

EHnLlEHEE uuTEs on the French seclors between the Oise and the Alsne tha
Germans are wilhdrawing on Marle and Mont Cornel.

Marshal Huig has laken the strong poinl of LeChesnoy, whils

the Am*nr-m are nnhhng their way neross the Meuso south-

Baston Nov. S—Neqressntanives of
Congremsman FPeter F. Tague chal-

Field
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Tuesday, November 5, 1918 -- 4 days later
NEW GRIP CASES NUMBER 102 FOR 24-HOUR PERIOD
Epidemic Appears to Continue on Decline--Children Returning to School.

Spanish influenza continues to decline in Bridgeport, 102 new cases tiling reported for the 24 hours ending at 9 o'clock this morning. This is the best record for a Tuesday since the start of the epidemic. Figures for this period are usually higher than at any time during the week due to. the neglect of physicians to report all their Sunday cases before Monday evening. Death certificates however, showed a sharp increase in fatalities over the previous day's report This, according to Dr. Brown, is due to the fact that many of the certificates turned in were from people who had died as long as two days ago. The figure was 33. 

Total cases now number 5,769 and total deaths 384. As compared to other cities this figure is comparatively low. Waterbury has had 813 deaths. The death rate in Bridgeport in comparison with the number of cases up to the present time is slightly under six and two-thirds per cent.
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BUILDING BOARD

Williasn Mclennan wns
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director of tlie buareau of prevenptable
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residents hove been found to be nat-
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dimricte

The physicinna a=-ribn the pecur-
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prevantad from even touchir® It under
penalty of degth, it is said.
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Presentation Notes
Saturday, January 4, 1919

Spanish influenza is not expected by the state department of health to die out in Connecticut before two years. This opinion was expressed yesterday by Commissioner of Health John T. Black and Dr. T. Eben Reeks, director of the bureau of preventable diseases. 

To put it plainly, these officials have concluded that all residents of the state will have to stand the influenza test before the disease wears itself out. A large percentage of the residents have been found to be naturally immune, while others are readily susceptible. Until the greater number of the susceptible ones have come into contact with the disease, it will continue to develop in various districts. 
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The Epidemic of Influenza in Connecticut

The beginning of the influenza epidemic in Connecticut
wecurred in New London, in the eastern part of the state, about
~eptember 1, 1918, when several cases were reported by the naval
hospital located there. These cases originated at the Experi-
mental Station and Fort Trumbull where vessels from foreign
porls had discharged patients. Within a day or two several cases
were brought to the hospital from the submarine base located two
miles above New London. During the first ten days of September
about one hundred cases were sent to the New London naval
hospital. ’

On September 9, three cases were reported among the civilian
population adjoining Fort Trumbull, all of which were among
employees in the Fort. From September 12 onward many cases
were reported, especially from the government station on the
State Pier, where three hundred men from the Boston Navy
Yard had arrived September 10. Nearly seven thousand of the
maval men in the New London district were billeted in civilian
homes, and the disease became generally prevalent among the
civilians before the end of the month. The. total number of
viviliun cases reported in New London for September was 901;
fur October, 936. No reports or statistics were furnished by the
taval department after the first few cases.

Although the disease appears to have been primarily intro-
‘tuced into Connecticut by ships arriving at New London from

StaTe of ConmMECTICUT

REPORTER ES aF MNMELUEMNE &
Sepr 18 +a Dec. 28,1918,
By WEEKS

i — —— I — A PP S R R R S S SE— S— ———

|
| 1 11
&2 16 13 3o

owEMmD SecEamber

s
]

5
;E

mbar
Fig. I—Reported Casas of Influenza, Sept. 1 to Dec. 28, 1918 ¥




2300

2200
1600 2100 STATE oF CONNECTICUT

- 1700

2000 InFruenza & Pneumonia DeaTws
at J
InNFLUENZA 8. Pneumonia DEATHS 1900 SeeT. | to Dec. 28,1918

from 1800 By Ace Perions
Sepr.ie to Dec 28,1218
By weexs

State of ConnEcTiCuT

1500

1300

1200

1100

+Q00

900

800

100

\.

L1111 N

14 21 28Q\s 12 19 _26\2 9 16 23 30\ 10-14 7 15-18"20-24 28-29 30-39
- - Sctok November December YyYEARS
Fig. 2—=Influenza and Pneumonia Deaths, Sept. 1 to Dec. 28, 1918 Fig. 3—Influenza and Pneumonia Deaths by Age Periods




STATISTICS OF THE 1918 EPIDEMIC OF INFLUENZA
IN CONNECTICUT

WITH A CONSIDERATION OF THE FACTORS WHICH INFLUENCED THE
PREVALENCE OF THIS DISEASE IN VARICUS
COMMUNITIES

C-E. A. WinsLow aANDp J. F. RoGERs

From the Department of Public Health, Yale School of Medicine, New Haven, Conn.

GENERAL HISTORY OF THE EPIDEMIC IN CONNECTICUT

According to the information courteously furnished to us by Dr.
T. E. Reeks, epidemiologist of the State Department of Health:

“Influenza first appeared as an epidemic in Connecticut in New London, in
the eastern part of the State, on or about September 1, 1918, when several
cases of the disease were reported by the naval hospital at New London. These
cases came primarily from the Experimental Station and Fort Trumbull where
vessels from foreign ports had discharged patients. Within a day or two
several cases were brought to the hospital from the submarine base located two
miles above New London. About one hundred cases were sent to the New
London naval hospital within the first ten days of September.

The Journal of
Infectious
Diseases, Vol.
26, No. 3
(Mar., 1920),
pp. 185-216




Fig. 4.- Median
day of influenza

epidemic in each
county of
Connecticut.
Figures represent
dates in October.




Fig. 7.-Severity of
influenza epidemic
by counties .
Average death rate

from all causes,
September to
December, 1918, on
annual basis; deaths
per 1,000




TABLE

15

DeaTH RATE FrROM ALL CAUSES

Group 1
Rate under 15

Group 2
Rates 15-19

Group 3
Rates 20-24

Group 4
Rates 25-29

Darien
Milford

Glastonbury.... :llg
E. Hartford.... 17
Manchester 17
New Milford.... 17

Wallingford.... 20
Fairfleld
Watertown
‘Windsor

Towns

Killingly
Torrington.....

Bridgeport......
Stonington
Plymouth.......

Southington....
Stamford

Group b
Rates 30-34

Group 6
Rates 35-39

Group 7
Rates 40-44

Group 8
Rate over 45

Angonia......... 31
Greenwich....... 31
New Britain..... 31

Westport
Winchester...... 33
Hartford
Vernon.......... 34
W. Hartford.... 34

‘Waterbury...... 35
Naugatuck...... 36
Norwich......... 87

New London.... 40
Seymour
Middletown
Windham

DEATH RATE (TOTAL) PER
1,000 ON ANNUAL BASIS
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In general, the highest death rates were in the southeastern part of the state, where the Spanish flu was first introduced, and in the Naugatuck River Valley. 
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Presentation Notes
Tuesday, February 3, 1920

The Spanish flu did not disappear after 1918. It recurred again in January and February 1920.

According to Dr. Brown, the Health Department is somewhat handicapped in compiling figures because some of the physicians of the city are not reporting their cases. In. some instances the doctors wait until the patient dies, and then regardless of the cause of death a certificate is filed attributing the demise to the epidemic.
Perhaps, it was just as difficult getting death certificates filled out then, as it can be now.
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