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Newspapers and the Connecticut Home Front in the First World WarThe digitization of 100,000 pages of World War I era Connecticut newspapers was made possible by a $274,000 grant to the Connecticut State Library by the National Endowment of the Humanities (September 1, 2013 – August 31, 2015)The 1910-1922 runs of Norwich Bulletin, the Bridgeport Evening Farmer, and the Bridgeport Times were selected for inclusion in the Connecticut Digital Newspaper Project (CDNP) by a board composed of historians, librarians, and educators.The digitized titles are available to the public and searchable by keyword via the Library of Congress’s Chronicling America online archive of historical newspapers:  https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/http://ctdigitalnewspaperproject.org/cdnp-and-the-home-front-in-the-first-world-war/
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Connecticut Department of Public Health History

1878 Connecticut Board of Health established, with power to 
supervise vital statistics and make investigations.

1894 Sanitary regulation requires contagious diseases to be reported 
promptly.

1917
Board of Health reorganized into State Department of Health, 
with a Commissioner and a six-member Public Health Council. 
John T. Black, M.D., was named Commissioner.

1917 Bureaus of Preventable Diseases, Sanitary Engineering, and 
Laboratories created; State Sanitary Code formed.

1917 Daily reporting of disease by health officers. 
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On April 6, 1917, the U.S. joined its allies--Britain, France, and Russia--to fight in World War I. Under the command of Major General John J. Pershing, more than 2 million U.S. soldiers fought on battlefields in France. 
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The Bridgeport Times, Wednesday, September 18, 1918The disease first occurred in this state at the Naval Training stations in New London, and within three days the number of cases has grown to several hundred and is said still to be spreading rapidly.Because of the rapid spreading of the disease quarantine is practically Impossible, but Dr. Black declared that public gatherings held Indoors should be avoided, as well as contact with suspected cases. The State Board of Health has issued instructions to all local health officials as follows:1. Epidemic influenza is hereby declared a reportable communicable disease until further notice.2 All cases or suspected cases should be reported in accordance with Regulation 4 of the sanitary code and shall be controlled in accordance with Section C, Regulation 20, which provides that patients shall not be put under quarantine but shall be isolated. 3 No definite restrictions can be placed on contacts, but indiscriminating visits to patients must be forbidden.



Norwich 
bulletin. 

(Norwich, 
Conn.) 1895-

2011, 
September 
26, 1918

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Norwich Bulletin, 8 days laterThursday, September 26, 1918In New London the situation is much more serious than in Norwich. According to Dr. Black there are between 3,000 and 4,000 cases in that city and the most stringent measures are imperative to check the spread of the disease. These will go into effect this morning and include the closing of all schools, churches, theaters, dance halls, lodge meeting rooms and other places of public gathering.The closing of the saloons has been contemplated and this may he done if the epidemic continues to increase. 
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Monday, September 30, 1918 – 4 days laterThe Bridgeport times and evening farmer. Page 1 below the fold.Dr. W. H. Brown this morning expressed his satisfaction at the small number of cases reported, and said that there was no occasion to take drastic measures as yet. "The disease," he said, "has not yet become prevalent, although the doubt existing in the minds of physicians as well as other persons of the real existence of the epidemic, has been dispelled. There is not the slightest doubt that we are menaced by the same malady which has resulted so fatally in other cities, and it is up to each and every one of us to do all we can to prevent the spread of the -epidemic.“In another article, according to Dr. J. F. Keegan, of the Bridgeport Emergency hospital, the masks used by doctors and nurses in the hospital are saturated with formaldehyde and are proof against the influenza germ. 
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Wednesday, October 9, 1918 – 9 days laterAccording to Times-Farmer representatives, health regulations are not being obeyed. It required only a glance at sidewalks and gutters this morning to show that spitting is more prevalent than usual. In the theatres last night, other observers noted hurricanes of coughing. The warning signs have disappeared from many trolley cars. In morning and evening cars, men and women were packed in like sardines, in a proximity which afforded the minimum chance to escape the malady, if the car contained points of danger.Hartford, Conn., Oct. 9 In continuance of the work of the State Department of Health to prevent further spread of influenza, Dr. John T. Black, chairman, has sent notices to all undertakers in Connecticut as follows: "In view of helping to check the spread of influenza, the state commissioner of health hereby declares that the attendance on funerals of those dead of influenza and its complications shall be limited to relatives only and those necessary to the conduct of the funeral. This does not limit church services.
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Saturday, October 12, 1918 – 3 days laterThe total number of cases in Bridgeport is 983 with 40 sufferers now confined to the isolation hospital Hillside.  The total deaths in Bridgeport, to date number 16.
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Saturday, October 19, 1918 – One week laterGrip cases now total 2,604 with 66 deaths – schools may be shutDr. Brown, the health officer, believes that the children are much safer in school than on the streets or in their homes, because they are under the Immediate supervision of teachers and school nurses. If the teachers, however, are being stricken with influenza, the most vital control Is lost, and therefore Dr. Brown would close the schools most seriously affected, if not all of them. 
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Friday, November 1, 1918 – 12 days laterBridgeport has now had 5,481 cases of influenza with 316 resulting deaths. Thus far in the epidemic, the death rate in accordance with the number of cases actually reported is five and one fifth percent. While this is slightly higher than the death rate at army camps, which are the best available figures, it is lower than the rate in most cities of this size.
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Tuesday, November 5, 1918 -- 4 days laterNEW GRIP CASES NUMBER 102 FOR 24-HOUR PERIODEpidemic Appears to Continue on Decline--Children Returning to School.Spanish influenza continues to decline in Bridgeport, 102 new cases tiling reported for the 24 hours ending at 9 o'clock this morning. This is the best record for a Tuesday since the start of the epidemic. Figures for this period are usually higher than at any time during the week due to. the neglect of physicians to report all their Sunday cases before Monday evening. Death certificates however, showed a sharp increase in fatalities over the previous day's report This, according to Dr. Brown, is due to the fact that many of the certificates turned in were from people who had died as long as two days ago. The figure was 33. Total cases now number 5,769 and total deaths 384. As compared to other cities this figure is comparatively low. Waterbury has had 813 deaths. The death rate in Bridgeport in comparison with the number of cases up to the present time is slightly under six and two-thirds per cent.
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Saturday, January 4, 1919Spanish influenza is not expected by the state department of health to die out in Connecticut before two years. This opinion was expressed yesterday by Commissioner of Health John T. Black and Dr. T. Eben Reeks, director of the bureau of preventable diseases. To put it plainly, these officials have concluded that all residents of the state will have to stand the influenza test before the disease wears itself out. A large percentage of the residents have been found to be naturally immune, while others are readily susceptible. Until the greater number of the susceptible ones have come into contact with the disease, it will continue to develop in various districts. 
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Fig.  4.- Median   
day  of  influenza  
epidemic in each   
county of  
Connecticut.     
Figures  represent  
dates in October.



Fig. 7.-Severity of 
influenza epidemic 
by counties .  
Average death rate 
from all causes, 
September to 
December, 1918, on 
annual basis; deaths 
per 1,000



DEATH RATE (TOTAL)   PER 
1,000 ON  ANNUAL BASIS
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In general, the highest death rates were in the southeastern part of the state, where the Spanish flu was first introduced, and in the Naugatuck River Valley. 
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Tuesday, February 3, 1920The Spanish flu did not disappear after 1918. It recurred again in January and February 1920.According to Dr. Brown, the Health Department is somewhat handicapped in compiling figures because some of the physicians of the city are not reporting their cases. In. some instances the doctors wait until the patient dies, and then regardless of the cause of death a certificate is filed attributing the demise to the epidemic.Perhaps, it was just as difficult getting death certificates filled out then, as it can be now.
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